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Language is important because it is one of the 
main ways to communicate and interact with 
other people around us. English is important 
language because it is an international language 
used by people in most parts of the world. The 
importance of learning English as the language 
of mutual communication of society for 
countries with different languages has been 
improved in recent years (Agca & Özdemir, 
2013).  The vital role of vocabulary knowledge 
in learning English as a foreign language (EFL) 
has been increasingly detected, language 
teachers generally recognize the importance of 
learning vocabulary and explore more effective 
ways to promote it (Sharifi, Azizifar, 
Jamalinesari & Gowhary, 2015). 
 
It is known that students face a problem to 
speak, listen, read or write in English if they do 
not have substantial numbers of vocabulary 
(Mohammadnejad & Nikdel, 2012). Some of the 
international students from non–English 
speaking countries encounter many challenges 
of learning English during the intensive English 
course.  One of these challenges is learning 
vocabulary which forms the base of teaching and 
learning the language (Lin et al, 2013; Hassan & 
Abubakar, 2015; Bin-Tahir, 2015; Bin-Tahir & 
Hanapi, 2017). 
 
Despite the substantial number of studies on 
teaching and learning English vocabulary for 
students of English as a second language (ESL) 
and English as a foreign language (EFL), those 
students suffer from learning new vocabulary. 
Some of these studies concentrated on the 
traditional methods such as memorizing long 
vocabulary lists, derivations, repeating words, 
translation and blank filling exercises in 
teaching and learning vocabulary. 
Unfortunately, these methods were not active 
(Riahipour & Saba, 2012). 
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language. Webster (1993) said that vocabulary is 
a list of groups of words and phrases, usually in 
alphabetical order. 
 
This paper concludes that vocabulary is one of 
the important components in English language 
and it is a stock list of words that are used 
individually or in a group arranged in 
alphabetical order and has meanings. 
THE IMPORTANCE OF 
VOCABULARY 
Vocabulary is considered essential to successful 
foreign language learning (Schmitt, 2000). 
Learners with a firm vocabulary foundation may 
experience an accelerated learning curve in later 
stages of language learning and perform the 
skills of listening, speaking, reading, and writing 
successfully. In addition, vocabulary serves as 
the foundation of real-life communication. The 
more vocabulary a learner understands, the more 
skillful expressions they can make. In the 
context of learning English as a foreign language 
(EFL), students with limited vocabulary having 
problems while learning English (Lin, 2015). 
THE SOURCES OF VOCABULARY 
According to Thornbury (2002), there are five 
possible sources of vocabulary input for learners 
which are a list, course book, vocabulary books, 
teacher and another student. In this paper, we 
focus in course book as a source of content and 
develop the application based on it. 
DEFINITION OF FLASHCARD 
Baleghizadeh and Ashoori (2011) state that a 
flashcard is a card bearing information, as words 
or numbers, on either or both sides, used in 
classroom drills or in private study. flashcard is 
a piece of cardboard consisting of a simple 
picture, word or a sentence on it. It can be 
classified based on the kind and the class such as 
flashcard of places, transportations, 
characteristics of people, and tools. 
 
Flashcards are sets of cards that bear 
information. Language teachers often use 
flashcards when introducing new vocabulary 
words. Flashcards usually have words on one 
side and pictures or definitions on the other side. 
Flashcards are excellent English teaching tools 
when teachers are introducing new vocabulary 
words and drill practice (Chien, 2015). 
 
Flashcard is one of the teaching aids that help 
the teacher teach vocabulary to students. In 
addition, flashcard is a teaching aid that can be 
implemented in the teaching and learning 
process of a language especially for teaching 
vocabulary. It is the most widely used as the 
teaching media in the language classroom, may 
contain a word, a sentence or a simple picture, 
and can be classified based on its classes 
(Rahma, 2016). 
 
Based on many definitions above about 
flashcard or flash card. In this paper can 
conclude that flashcard is one of the media 
education which made of a little piece of paper 
can contain a word, picture or drawn on one side 
or both sides and consider as one of the best 
tools for memorizing information. Mean that 
Flash cards are useful for learning new 
vocabulary words and other information. They 
are normally used in a classroom but can also be 
used more informally. 
 
 A flashcard or flash card is a set of cards 
bearing information, as words or numbers, on 
either or both sides, used in classroom drills or 
in private study. Flash cards can bear 
vocabulary, historical dates, formulas or any 
subject matter that can be learned via a question 
and answer format but in this paper, we will 
focus on how to use flashcard or flash card on 
learning vocabulary. 
TYPE OF FLASHCARD 
According to Scott (1990), Flashcard can be 
divided into several types which are Picture 
Card, Card Games, and Word/ Sentence cards. 
Picture cards are used for the teaching of 
vocabulary and reading. These picture cards can 
be drawings or cut-outs from magazines or 
perhaps photos. It is easiest to sort these picture 
cards according to a size big one for class work, 
and smaller ones for individual or group work. 
While a card game is any game using playing 
cards as the primary things with which the game 
is played, be they traditional or game- specific. 
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Almost all card games can be made into 
language card game and while we want to 
concentrate on games where some sort of 
language interaction is taking place, we can also 
play card game simply for relaxation. Last word/ 
sentence card usually consists of two sides, on 
the front of card appears the word entry plus 
whatever supplementary information is needed, 
on the back appear a concise definition and an 
illustration of the word use. Students can simply 
write the question on one side and the answer on 
the opposite side and test themselves repeatedly. 
In the using word card and sentence card, the 
students can match a word with the definition in 
the other sentence cards. In this manner, the 
student can get more interest in learning English. 
 
In this paper, we will focus on combine two 
types of flashcard which are picture card and 
word/sentence card as a tool to mastery English 
language vocabulary. 
THE ADVANTAGES OF FLASHCARD 
According to Haycraft (1978) and Cross (1991), 
there are some advantages of using flashcards in 
learning the language. The advantage is 
flashcard can be used for consolidating 
vocabulary, can be motivating and eye-catching, 
considering as an effect that can be used for any 
level students, can be taken almost everywhere 
and studied when free, can be arranged to create 
logical grouping of the target words, provide 
visual link between first language and the target 
language and can be used for practicing structure 
and word order or for a variety of games. 
 
Flash cards are one of the effective medium in 
the educational world which represent the visual 
resources, it is neither a new trend nor recent 
idea. Flashcards and teaching are correlated, and 
it is an approach to ensuring the teaching 
process becomes a meaningful learning to pupils 
(Mat, Sawari, Nawi, Junit & Othman, 2016). 
 
Flashcard is a teaching aid that can be 
implemented in the teaching and learning 
process of a language especially for teaching 
vocabulary. It is the most widely used as the 
teaching media in the language classroom, may 
contain a word, a sentence or a simple picture, 
and can be classified based on its classes 
(Rahma, 2016). 
 
Based on above reviews on the effect of using 
the flash card or flashcard on language learning 
is that one strategy to help the teacher teach 
vocabulary to the students is using teaching aids. 
Flashcards are one of it. It is the most commonly 
used teaching aid in language teaching. And it is 
a simple form of a visual aid which is a picture 
in a card or paper. 
RELATED WORK 
Some studies had conducted the similar research 
on improving student’s vocabulary by using 
flashcard. 
 
A study conducted by Yuyun Fadilah (2013) on 
Increasing Students’ Vocabulary Mastery of 
Concrete Noun through Flashcard. The purpose 
of the research is to find out whether teaching 
vocabulary using flashcard could increase 
students’ vocabulary mastery of concrete noun. 
The sample of this research was class IV A in 
academic year 2012/2013. In collecting the data, 
the researcher administered the pretest, 
treatment, and posttest. Vocabulary test in 
multiple choices form was that used as the 
instrument of the research. The data were 
analyzed by using repeated measure t-test. The 
result showed that teaching vocabulary using 
flashcard could increase students’ vocabulary 
mastery of concrete noun at the fourth grade of 
SDN 1 Jati Mulyo Lampung Selatan. 
 
Another study was conducted by Maryam 
Eslahcar Komachali (2012) on the Effect of 
Using Vocabulary Flash Card on Iranian Pre-
University Students Vocabulary Knowledge. 
The aim of the study is to investigate the effect 
of using vocabulary flash card on Iranian pre-
university students’ vocabulary knowledge. The 
participants of the study comprised 50 female 
learners. They were randomly assigned into two 
homogenous groups each consisting of 25 
learners. The control group received the 
traditional treatment while the experiment group 
received the vocabulary flashcard treatment. 
Before starting the treatment, two similar tests 
were prepared as the pretest/posttest which 
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revealed significant differences between the two 
groups. The result showed that the students in 
the experimental group outperformed the 
students in the control group in their vocabulary 
knowledge. 
 
Nima Sakhouri and Kamran Mehrgan (2012) on 
the Impact of Using Flash Cards on Promoting 
University Students’ Knowledge of Vocabulary. 
The main purpose of this study is to find out 
whether the use of flashcards promotes students’ 
knowledge of vocabulary or not. To this aim, 80 
college freshmen (39 males and 41 females) at 
Roudbar Islamic Azad University were selected 
and then were randomly assigned to two groups 
of 40: an experiment and a control group. 
Having investigated the performance of students 
in both experimental and control groups, the 
researchers found out that the experimental 
group showed no significant difference from the 
control group on the post-testing. Astonishing as 
it might be, the result of the analysis has 
indicated quite clearly that using flash cards 
plays no significant role in promoting the 
vocabulary knowledge of college freshmen. 
 
According to the three of studies above, the 
studies concern on teaching vocabulary by using 
Flashcard. The three studies used the same 
method which is Traditional Method 
(Traditional Flashcard) and same media which 
use of text only but with different samples. In 
Yuyun Fadilah’s study the sample is a fourth 
grade of SDN 1 Jati Mulyo Lampung Selatan 
while in Maryam Eslahcar Komachali’s study is 
50 female’s Iranian pre-university students and 
for Nima Sakhouri and Kamran Mehrgan study 
is 80 college freshmen (39 males and 41 
females) at Roudbar Islamic Azad University. 
The Yuyun Fadilah’s study is aiming to 
Increasing Student’s Vocabulary Mastery of 
Concrete Noun through Flashcard and the result 
showed that teaching vocabulary using flashcard 
could increase students’ vocabulary mastery of 
concrete noun. In another hand, Maryam 
Eslahcar Komachali’s study aims to test the 
Effect of Using Vocabulary Flash Card on 
Iranian Pre-University Students‟ Vocabulary 
Knowledge and the result showed that the 
students in the experimental group outperformed 
the students in the control group in their 
vocabulary knowledge. Finally, the study of 
Nima Sakhouri and Kamran Mehrgan aim to 
Impact of Using Flash Cards on Promoting 
University Students’ Knowledge of Vocabulary 
and the result showed that using flash cards 
plays no significant role in promoting the 
vocabulary knowledge of college freshmen. 
CONCLUSIONS 
Vocabulary has a significant role in learning the 
English language. These days, teachers try to 
make an interesting environment for teaching 
vocabulary and not applying traditional methods 
for teaching which deals with paper and pencil. 
Learners in traditional methods; such as Audio-
lingual method, imitate the teacher and repeat 
every word he/she says. It is rote learning and 
not meaningful learning. Learners don’t have 
any motivation for going to class because it is 
boring for them. There is not any interaction 
between learners, so it is teacher-centered. This 
study provides a new technique for using 
flashcards in learning vocabularies and these 
new techniques can influence on teaching 
methods vocabularies. It creates a new 
environment for learning in which learners can 
enjoy the learning process and their learning 
level can improve by using it. Flashcards help to 
facilitate vocabulary learning and easier 
memorization vocabulary through, interaction, 
the motivation for learners and more meaningful 
learning. 
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